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Supports Warrant Article 2_; .
To The Editor _

At Birch Meadow School our children are being taughi
that everyone needs to speak up when bullying takes place
That is what Warrant Article 20 is asking Town meeting
members to do. If you were not a part of the redistricting
process then it is probably impossible for you to conceivg ¢f
how it was handled. Even having experienced it personally
am having difficulty grasping it. What began as condcerh
that the town was not placing enough value on studeénts
walking to school became a concern that the school cormit.
tee is unresponsive and says it is listening when in fact it is
not. .

First I was told by the Principal at a PTO meeting fhat
there would be three proposals put forth and we would Eavi
an opportunity to give input before a final plan was devised.
When only one proposal was put forth in November, I was
told by Lisa Gibbs that the plan was not definitive and was
truly open to input. Feeling somewhat reassured, I partici-
pated in the process. However, my emails of 12/3/04,
12/10/04, and 1/2/05 requesting information such as the
numbers of students north of Franklin Street and the nux-

bers of students bussed currently vs. under the new plag
were not responded to. The four meetings I attended at eacl
of the elementary schools all rang of the same theme to the
school committee. No matter what neighborhooed people
came from, the consensus was that the administration’

own guidelines as posted on their website were not followed
in their present proposal- only numbers of students weré&
taken into account, not naturatl boundaries, not keeping
neighborhoods intact, not student safety and proximity t§
"neighborhood" schools. On January 27th, with Lttle discuss
sion and no opportunity for anyone to correct misinformas
tion presented by school committee members, a decisiof
was made that did not respond to either the common sensi
of those who requested reconsideration or the outpouring of
frustration with how the process was conceived. -
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; _ Sometime after the fact, T learnéd that Katon East had

unlike in !:he adopted plan, the Promises of keeping neighe
poundarieg, reducing bussinge

have yet to get a respense to my inqui
) quiry. M
We were golt.i that this process was open {o our input ané
that redistricting could be revisiteq at.any time- i :
emails went without even the courtesy of a reply, there werd

Brow up with bullyin th T
stand up for each other as adults ag weyll. & fhan we need;_' o

Christine _Derse:



