BostonHerald.com - Local/ Regional News: Audit: School boss spent kids' cash

Audit: School boss spent kids’ cash

By Kevin Rothstein
Friday, April 8, 2005 - Updated: 01:15 PM EST

Everett School Superintendent Frederick Foresteire has tapped a $218,000 ““slush fund" of special

education money to pay for homecoming parades, chamber of commerce breakfasts, newspaper ads
and dinners for teachers, the city auditor said.

“This reserve account appears to function as a “slush fund'!" Everett Auditor Frank ~*Skip" Coppola
wrote. At this time, it appears that most of these expenditures are unrelated to special education."

Coppola's bombshell report, released at a Monday City Council meeting, includes records showing
that in the past two years Everett school money paid for more than $53,000 in local newspaper ads and
approximately $24,000 in homecoming parade expenses.

“It's just corruption,” fumed James Castadora, father of a 6-year-old Everett first-grader. “"It ends up
screwing the people who need the money most."

Foresteire, who is awaiting trial on charges of receiving stolen school air conditioners at his house,
maintained the expenses were legitimate. He blasted Coppola, calling him an ““uncertified municipal
auditor" seeking revenge for being embarrassed at a recent School Committee meeting.

“I'll quote Mayor David Ragucci, ‘I've got a renegade auditor on my hands," and knowing Mayor
Ragucci, I'm sure that Mr. Coppola will be asked to resign shortly," Foresteire said.

Neither Ragucci nor Coppola returned calls.

State Auditor Joseph DeNucci, who is finishing a comprehensive audit of Everett school finances, is
also focusing on the special education issue, sources said.

The money was spent out of an account with Shore Educational Collaborative, a group of 10 school
districts that share special education costs. Collaborative director Anne Boothe called the auditor's
accusations inflammatory, unsubstantiated and untrue.”

Stephen Smith, an Everett common councilor and Foresteire critic, accused the superintendent of
diverting special education money to promote himself.

“The bottom line is he's taking money that was supposed to go to educating our special needs
students," Smith said.

Foresteire defended the payments, saying, for example, that local newspaper ads helped promote
undercovered events such as the drama club and orchestra.

In any case, money from Shore Educational Collaborative did not need to be spent on special needs
students, he said.

““You can promote the schools, you can use it for special ed, you can use it for the things you use it
for," he said.

Richard Robison, head of the Federation for Children with Special Needs, said, “"The money should
probably be spent on kids with special needs."

Where did it go?

Everett City Auditor Frank Coppola said most of a $218,000 reserve account was spent over two
years by the city schools for non-special education purposes.
Some of the expenses include:

. $53,000 in newspaper ads with the Everett Independent, the Everett Advocate and the Everett
Leader. The superintendent said the ads promoted undercovered student events.

« $6,750 for Chamber of Commerce events.

« $24,000 for the city's homecoming parade.
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'It's just corruption' said James
Castadora whose son James JR.,
6, is an Everett first-grader.

(Staff photo by Stuart Cahill)
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. $3,680 for a trip to the New England Aquarium for special needs kids.

. $1,462.50 at the Silver Fox restaurant.

. $1,200 to Action Communication to videotape school events.
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