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Blackboard romeo rocks town: Superintendent gave galpal big

raise
By Thomas Caywood
Tuesday, March 28, 2006 - Updated: 10:25 AM EST

The North Andover School Committee was already facing a tough job convincing townspeople to
support a hike in their property taxes to head off job cuts when allegations surfaced this month that the
superintendent gave a huge pay raise to a school secretary with whom he had an affair.

“To have something like this occur in the middle of trying to explain the urgent need to the public is
devastating,” School Committee Chairman Daniel J. Murphy said. “We’re in a very difficult situation
right now where it looks like the School Committee could be laying off 40 to 60 employees.”

Superintendent Harry K. Harutunian, who publicly acknowledged the relationship with secretary
Brenda Shea last week after a disciplinary hearing, is taking vacation time while a private investigator
hired by the school committee looks into whether the two were romantically involved last summer when
he gave her a whopping 29 percent raise.
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parents said the scandal likely killed what was already a longshot bid for an override.
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“The superintendent let us down. But the kids are the most important thing,” said Diane lannone,
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or fails would boost class sizes, which bothers parent Eleanor Cox.
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“I'm very worried about the effect on the kids,” said Cox, who has three kids in town schools. She

called the superintendent’s affair “highly distracting.” {54 Sian up for home delivery
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“The real concern is whether or not, regardless of the outcome of the investigation, whether he’s If?;tnc.).(.)z[%giet}ne

damaged his credibility to lead the district. That's what we’re hearing,” Murphy said.
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