“shool Qfﬁcia‘s |
defend secret
vote, payraise

A News staff report [

BEVEKLY — School officials
Tucsday defended their elased-
door vote esrlier this year to give
Assistant Superintendent Harry
¥, Harutunian an 11l-percent saf-
ary increase, a decigion that has
angered leachers who saw their
own raises cancelled,

The 53 vole giving Haruiunian
an increase from 3$62,000 to
505,500 was made al an executive
sesston meeting held in Juns and
only discolsed lust week. )

Teachers, afier hearing  the
news, said they would cut back on
acuvities scheduled outside of
regulor school hours to call atien-
1uon to the pay incressé they Jost’
because of budget cuts.

School Committee Chalrman
Constance C. Krueger said araise

for the assistant superintendent

was approved because the com-
mittee felt that Harutunian
«should not have been making
less than the high fcheol princi-
pal”

whnen Harutunian sssumed the
job in 1991, he received & $82,000
salary, Beverly High Schoal Prin.
cipal Keith R. Manville esrni
ebout $67.000, while Supscinten-
den: Jeun Perron makes about
$72.060.

Schooi  Commitlee  nrember
Donzld K. Hurnadle -took the
plame, saying ne misread fgures
in delermining Herutunian's sat-
ary. Co *
“Yee were gotug to remedy the
situation &t the time” Krueger
said. : .
She said money had been pulin
last year's budget to increes Ha-
rutuhian's salary, but the money
waus cut. . T

“Rather than anger people, we
backed down,” she said.

‘Then, the School Comuniitese
maet June 28 behind closed dooTs
10 discuss Harutunian's contract.
He had a three-year contract with
the final two yoars o be nego-
tiated. : :

Harutupisn repoctediy re-
guested that his salary be gel
half-way between that of the su-
perintendent und high senol prin.
cipal for the year. '

Hzrutunian also reporiedly
30UERL & thTee-year contract vach
yeer with & rollover provision,
meuning that he would keep
working a three-year contract,
asked 10 attend conferences for
profaxyional developmeni. and
asied 10 do consultrng work Of
his own time with the endorse-
ment of the superintendent.

The commitiee voted 3-3 1o ap-
prove Lae contract with Elizabeth
H Frutiger, Nancy M. Winter and
Hannable voting egeinstit.

vouiny in [aver wera Kenneth
H, Broderick, Linda B. Goode-
wough. Russell C. Bjork, Prunells
J. Pollard nnd Hrueyer. '

Mayor F. John Monaban was
absent.

Hunnabie aid Tuesday bhe

‘I'm real uncomfort-
able talking about
myself because it is

such a hot potato.’
Harry Harutunian,
assisant superintendent

voled against the comivact be-
csuse he opposed the ratlover
cleuse. 1 wholsheartedly 3sup-
ported the raise,” he ssid. adding,
©1 think it is too early o guar-
aniee a three-year contract.”

Frusiger said she ~feli some-
what of & ralse was in erder,” al-
though ane thought it should have
been ass tnen what was al
proved. She added that she would
support the majority decislon.

At the Lime we voted on i, we
fall the city was in geod flnancial
shape,” Frutiger said.

But in June, it was aiso elear
that the School Committes would
move Lo cut its budget request of
$24.1 million this school year.

The budget for the sehools was
trimmed by $1 million by Mona-
han and the Baard of Aldermen.

.Te accompiish thai, the com-
mittee reopened negoliations
with leachers was related Lo an
elfort to make up the 31 million

‘shortiadl, -

"Krueger 3aid she had not bean

called by any residents aboul the
' decistolk. o

Perron said the decison was
kept quiet beceuse “frankly, i
has &n impact on other negotia-
tigos ... We wanted 1o protect tae
school svsterm because we would
probably tnvoke the funding ciau-
§8.”

Sy invoking the clause and &il-
12 the under-unded budget, the
coTamitiee was thie W renego-
Uale its contract with the teach-
ers. i

Hsruiwmen was Ught-lipped
abeut the rase.

“Thic 1  very senslilve issue,”
he said. “Qbvicusly, 1t s &1 un-
comfortubie issue (or me.”

“'m real uncorioriable talk-
ing about myself because it is
such & bt poiato,” hesald,




