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Thave never done anything like
iis before, but after reading your
m| %I' m, .dviu on mﬂ'
ary, and dissent” (Globe North-
fest, June 11), I felt compelled to
rite t0 you.

1 first want to saythatIama
«wother of five children ranging
Om age 36 to 14, I currently live
1 Atlington, and, &3 I um sure you
ve aware, they have the biggest
voup that is protesting the war in

ml

There is only one part of your
vticle that I do agree with, and
iat is if & teeninger decides at 16
» sign up for the military and at
ge 18 they have changed thelr
iind, they should be given the op-
ortunity to get out of that con-
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Letters
lemember who paid for our freedom ofspeech PHELEEN ORI eI R H O B TR L
o What do you think?

1 realize that it is very difficult  get, but situations do change.
{or any parent to hear that their If you look at what our society Do you think that people who are
son or daughter wants to protect  of youth has becoms, maybe more  gpnosed to the war in Iraq should be
our country, as [ am one of those  of these teenagers should be giv-  ,iiowed to counsel students at local
_parents, My son graduated from  ing the military a chance. Wehave o cchools against enlisting in the
Arlington High School in June created a soclety of gang bangers,  iian Send e-mail to globenorth-
2005. He tried the college route racists, spolied brats, and teen- west@globe.com or letters to Globe
but it just wasn't for him. [ am  agers with no respect. So whenI . oiuees &42 Marrett Road
sure that many teenagers go saw my 18-year-old son and saw Lexington 'MA 02421 '
through the same thing. the respect hie had for everyone he ! )

Well, my son decided that in- met, I knew he made the right
stead of having a dead-end life he choice. -
would join the Marines. Imusttell ' So the next time that James  any person who takes on the
you I was & little nervous but, if Todd gets to use his freedom of  lenge to join my son and his
this is what he truly wanted, then1  speech, I hope he remembers that Marines.
would support him in any way he it was because of our military that ~ Tarazsa
m . ) : he h h Praediom commend — ——

Trust me, no parent eve:
thelr child to take on #¢l . : .
that could take ther | State pays its share for special ed

vact. The military should not al-
pw anyone under the age of 18 to
g0 & contract either with or with-
ut thelr parents’ consent,

~Now s for Junes Todd and the
ferrimack Valley People for
oace, it seems that they have for-
ottets one important fact, If it was
iof for our fathers, grandfathers,
rothers, sisters, sons; and daugh-
are, they would have never had
he opportunity to have freedom
I!meeh. »

carry the same potential, -

My son gradusted from Parvis
Island on April 14 and I never
knew the feeling of proud unti! I

Now s for the statement that

ﬂum!uuryjult you lies to get

you to sign, ] have found that to be
toully false, Ev arything my son
was promised has been fulfilled.
am sure that sometimes what & re-
crulthtoldhn’t W whutthey

&dvice against mlhtary is mis gulded

n_u mhmu your writer and
ary Todd (‘For youth, advice on
#8d. duunt." Globe

- Thanks and congratulations to
ougias Belkin for his well-writ-
pn, informative article (“For

outh, advics on military, and dis-

" Globe NorthWest, June 11)
bout the recent counter-recruit-
pent by the Merrimack Valley

& you and Todd. Fools like you
will awaken to he sound of an
[improvised explosive device] on
the Common and to the sounds of
screaming wounded American cit-
izens. The dead women and chil-
dren won't be scream
WALTER PAzIK
San Prancisco
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People for Peace at the Greater
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In your article, "Group moni-
tors special education system”
{Globé NorthWest, June 4), you
stated, “Special education, one of
the most controversial and sensi-
tive educationsl issues in the state,
has always been a thorny matter
for school districts facing con-
strained revenue sources and bal-
looning class sizes annually. Stu-
dents with severe disabilities can
sometimes cost taxpayers hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars an-
nually, with districts receiving lit-
tle or no compensation from the
state

Your statement is false and
adds fuel to the already over-

that spe-

whelming misconception
cial education is an unsupported,
unworthy financial burden for the
Massachusetts taxpayers to bear.

The Chapter 70 program is the
major program of state ald to pub-
lic elementary and secondary
schools, In addition to providing
state ald to support school opera-
tions, it also establishes minimum
spending requirements for each
school district and minimum re-
quirements for each municipal-
ity's share of schoo!l costs.

In addition to the Chapter 70
program, school districta are eligl-

everal factors in override res

Vour a @, ‘‘Fewear tax in-

bie for reimbursement of special
education expenses under the Cir-
cuit Breaker Program. In addition,
during fiscal 2005, districts were
allowed to claim for extraordinary
relief #f their eligible costs exceed-
ed thelr fiscal 3004 eligible costs
by 25 percent. Fifty-five districts
claimed for relief, and 25 were de-
termined eligible.

Children with specinl educa-
tion needs live with the burden of
2 negative stigma associated with
the cost of their education. Most
people are unaware of the Circuit -
Breaker Program and assume, &8
you reported, that special educa-
tion is little more than a huge fi-
nancial drain on their town or city.

The high cost of special educa-
tion also should serve as an indica-
tor that districts need to make vast
improvements in services and
support for children with special
education needs within neighbor-
hood schools. The cost of special
education will improve when dis-
tricts commit to genuine Inclu-
sionary practices which promote
acceptance, equity, collaboration,
and embrace diversity.

JranNg Carruceio
Chairwoman of Reading Parent
Advisory Counoll for Spectal Education
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