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Meeting still on, but

By Denise Dube

BLOBE CORRESPONDENT

Lexington officials are preparing
for a special Town Meeting on Jan. 22
to reconsider the townwide vote that
approved §3.4 million for Lincoln
Park’s renovation, but it's not clear that
anything can be accomplished at the

of Lincoln Park, witicl gnthered 292
signatures and petitloned for the meet-
ing. That was 92 more than needed to
reconsider the funding approved by
voters in May.

The group — bothered by the use of
synthetle instead of grass fields, re-
placement costs for the artificial turf,
parking locations, and fiejd design —

was hoping that a spectal Town Meet-

fields may be done deal

ing wonld reconsider the project.

But according to Town Manager
Richard White, it might be too late to
change anything by Jan. 22. “The town
authorized us to do the project,” he
said,

“We've gone out to bld,” White add-
ed. “Bids will be in Jan. 2. We'll be
making an award shortly thereafter.
. .. At this point in time, 'm not sure
that anything can be done.”

John Frey, a member of Concerned
Lexington Citizens, countered: “I
know they [bids] are out there, But
they don’t have to accept the bid as far
as I know, If they do accept the bid,
they can make change orders.” -~ -

Frey said that the group wants just -

one artificial playing swface installed
instEAQ OTTIE
=B Never, some members of the
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abBout a special meeting, “There are a number of issues

“- AfterJast Monday night’s meet-
ing with the Board of Selectmen
ahd a meeting Tuesday night with
the Recreation Committee and
Conservation Commission, the
group is considering withdrawing
the request.

“Having a special Town Meet-
irlg is a major undertaking, and
some selectmen have asked that
we reconsider,” said Rod McNi eil,a
niember of the group.

But according to Sefectwoman
Dawn McKenna, the request can
be withdrawn only if those who
signed the petition write tg the

Bpard of Selectmen and ask that
theff names be renioved. -

Precincet 5 Town Meeting mem-
ber Andrew Friedlich has already
gént his letter requesting the re-
moval of his name,

“I took it off Tuesday morning
because 1 had spoken with a cou.
ple of the people and had told
them that I did not think having
another special Town Meeting
wouid be thought of well,” Fried-
lich said of the $8,000 cost to con-
vene Town Meeting. “Their best
chance for making their case was
at the meeting last night” at the
Recreation and Conservation
meetings.

- One problem for the group is
the synthetic surface proposed for
three soceer fields. The “infilled”
turf is & well-padded mix of rubber

that are still of concern,” McNeil
said Tuesday.

A major worry is the approxi-
mately $430,000 replacemnent cost
every eight to 12 years. McNeil
and others want to make sure ev-
eryone has the entire financial pic-
ture.

“It certainly hasn't been clear
tome,” he said.

What everyone does agree on is
e need to renovate the fields.
Lincoln Park, located on the for-
mer town dump on Lincoln Road,
was closed in the 1960s, capped
and filled, and used as a field. Over
timne, glass and other debris have
made their way to the surface, Soc-
cer coaches at the Recreation
Cofirmittee’s meeting Tuesday
night spoke of walking the fields
before every game and picking up
large chunks of giass.

Wearing Lexington’s blue-and-
yellow colors, the coaches dotted
the crowd and supported the new
drainage system, and the infilled
sysiem that would cover and soft-
en the now rocky fields.

“My son would not have had a
concussion if it had been an infil]
turf,” said Hugh McLaughlin, a fa-
ther and referee.

McEpughlin added, “Please
make it easier on the referees. I
hate 1o tell people after they have
driven &n hour that there is no
game” because the fields are some-

times unusable.

Even McNeil agreed something
needs to be done. “There are rea.
sons we have to move fast but
there are also reasons we need to
be considerate and thoughitful,” he
said.

His concern is finances, and he
was disappointed the conversa-
tion was never steered in that di-
rection.

“There aren’t only two
choices,” he said of the grass ver-
sus infill argument. “We have
three fields. Iwouldlikeapackage
that makes sense for our athletic
use as well as our parking.”

Patrick Maguire, of Boston-
based Geller Sport, displayed the
various layers and drainage sys-
tem of the infill surface and spoke
its succe! use at Boston Cal-
lege and Belmont High School.

While town officials wait to see
if residents remove their names
from the petition, Town
White will prepare for the special
Town Meeting,

“As it stands now, we're plan-
ning on going ahead,” White said.
“We have a legitimate appeal; we
have no other option according to
the law. You can always call any-
thing off, but once the mailing
EOes out there would be a meet-
ing,” he said of the notice that oc-
curs three weeks before 2 sched-
uled meeting.

If the mailing goes out and the
petitioners have a change of heart,
then White said, “It would be
opened and closed.”
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ﬂt Sunrise Assisted Living
t0 senior care is differens
It’s an unmatched living envin
beyond compare. It’s residents
friends in the Bistro with Sinat
the jukebox, or joining a groug
importantly, i’s a caring place
always at hand. Here, residents
health care for the challenges o
and the promise of new friend:
positive alternative to an instit

Ask about our innovative Remir,
for the memory impaired.
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