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SUMMER IS A GOOD

day at the event.

o

TIME for parties, especially those of the birthday variety.
Above, Florence Tolland (middle) shares her birthday celebration with a few friends
at the Wakefield Elks’ Senior Picnic. Eleanor Kazlauskas (left) and Hazel E.
Andrews (right) share a special moment with, Tolland, who celebrated her 95th birth-

(Joe Hakey photo)

High school opens doors to
the RMHS Class of 2000

‘New faces and aesthetic changes to greet students

By OWEN MACDONALD

READING - The Reading
‘Memorial High School Class of
2000 will soon open the doors of
the high school for yet another
year this Thursday, and school
officials say they are ready to
go.
High school principal Frank

Orlando said that there are a
number of little changes that
should enhance the high-school-
ers’ experience this year, not the
least of which are some physical
alterations at the school.

“Beyond the fairly routine but

daunting task of cleaning the

entire school top to bottom,

Orlando noted that almost all of

the lockers used by the students

have been painted inside and out
by workers during the waning
weeks of summer.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.

Harry Harutunian indicated that

the orange lockers have been
. completely closed off from use.

ere’s been a lot of work
. up there,” said Harutunian, who
.noted that there had been a lot
© of painting, some additional
.- windows installed, and an effort
“’to Improve the overall aesthetics
= of the building,
.. Another change that students
.-are sure to notice is the overall

utilization of space at the build-
ing.

“The students will notice that
there are a {ot more open rooms

this year,” said Orlando.

Orlando indicated that the
administration has taken an
aggressive approach to making
enough physical room for all the
programmatic changes that are
being experienced at the school.
For example, one programmatic
commitment that has affected
the space is the addition of a
new computer lab this year.

" Kids will also see an jncrease

A capabilities.

in the number of computers in
the classrooms, said Orlando,
along with increased internet

e administration, along
with the teachers and staff, has
also been working hard at
improving and fine-tuning the
curriculum this summer. While
Math and Science Curriculum
Initiatives have seen a good deal
of polish in the off-season, other
Curriculum Initiative packages,
such as Language Arts and
Social Studies, are being ven-

tured into for the first time this
Continued Lo Page 2

By JOE HAGGERTY

READING - A 32 year-old
Somerville woman, 34 weeks
pregnant, is in good condition
after a head-on collision Sunday
night at the intersection of Main
Street and Franklin Street.

According to the report,
Samiye Z. Girgin, 32, of 186
Sycamore Street, Somerville,
was transported to Mass

General Hospital after com-

Pregnant woman in ‘good
condition’ after accident

plaining of abdominal, back and
neck pain and discomfort after
the accident at 7:05 P.M.
According to officials at Mass
General, the mother and baby
are in good condition and she is
resting comfortably.

Girgin was reportedly travel-
ing North on Main Street when
Greg A. Tocco, 30, of 10 Linwood
Street, Malden allegedly cut in
front of her 1986 Chevy in order
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year.

“We've had a banner summer
with lots and lots of curriculum
work,” said Orlando.

- All of the curriculum work is

put in perspective for this year’s
freshmen class of 2003, who will
be the first class at RMHS who
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must pass MCAS requirements
to graduate, along with RMHS's
newly implemented graduation
requirements, which also per-
tain directly to that class,

The high school will also
experience a bit of growth this
Year, as last year's 245 graduat-
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Ing seniors are replaced by a
class of roughly 344 freshmen,
The kids are not the only
ones who will have some new
faces this year, either, said
Orlando. The high school has
hired nine or ten new teachers
during the summer break as

y well.
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Orlando indicated that the
teachers range from veterans to
seme who are new to the teach-
ing field, though he clearly felt
all of the school’s teachers will
be a good fit for RMHS,

“All indications are that we
have a quality group of teachers
coming in,” he said,

Accident,..
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to take a left onto Franklin
Street. The two cars collided
leaving both parties complain-
ing of injuries,
Officers Picco, Caturello, Lee,
Sgt. O’Brien and Det. Flynn
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reperted: to "thé  scene  anq

- administered first aid to the

injured parties. Sgt. Steve Walsh
of the State Poljce accident
recenstructionist team also
arrived, and, as a result of the
investigation and witness testi-
mony, Tocco was cited for fajl-
ing to yield for right of way
when making a left turn. There
was one complaint levelled, how-
ever, from Assistant Fire Chief
Jack Mooney, about the rescue
efforts of civilians before the
arrival of the rescue unit. The
bregnant woman had been
removed from the car prior to
the arrival of medical techni-
cians, and Mooney stated that is
an emergency rescue no-no.

“No matter how many times
we tell people that for safety
sake it’s better to let the profes-
sionals remove the victims from
the car, they never listen,” said
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